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Good morning, Chair Koo and members of the Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting,
and Maritime Uses, | am Liam Kavanagh, First Deputy Commissioner of the New York City
Depariment of Parks & Recreation. Jeining me on this panel is cur Assistant Commissioner
of Citywide Services Artie Rollins and Director of Parklands Colieen Alderson. | am here to
discuss ULURP No. C140388 PCX for the acquisition and site selection approvals necessary for
the site located at 850 East 138th Street (Block 2589 Lot 31) for the relocation of the Agency's
Five Borough Shops Facility.

The project site is located on the south side of East 138th Street between Willow Avenue
and Walnut Avenue within Community District 1 in the Port Morris section of the Bronx.
Immediately adjacent, on the west side of the site, is the Amtrak railroad right-of-way. The
site is located within an M3-1 Zoning District and the Port Morris Business Industrial Zone —
one of sixteen Industrial Zones designated by the City to facilitate industrial and
manufacturing activity. To that end, it is surrounded almost entirely by large, one to six-story
unadorned and utilitarian manufacturing, industrial buildings and parking lots. The building
was previously occupied by a commercial laundry operation that serviced a network of
hospitals across the city.

Parks’ former Five Borough Shops was located on Randall's Island and was forced to move
in June of 2010 due to necessary work cn the Robert F. Kennedy Bridge which is being
performed by the Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority. Parks along with the Department
of Citywide Administrative Services worked together arduously to identify an appropriate site
that meets the needs of our division and is located near public transportation. We chose a
site that is large enough to reconsolidate the shops and store house that are currently
spread across various Jocations throughout the City.

The Five Borough facility is a critical division of the Parks Department. It is made up of
carpenters, elecfricians, plumbers, blacksmiths, painters, sheet metal workers, machinists
and work crews who play a critical role in the repair and maintenance of park facilities
citywide. Their work helps us ensure that our parks are safe, attractive and useful for the
public. Five Borough Shops does everything from build the pichic tables enjoyed by
thousands of park patrons to servicing the outdoor pools enjoyed by kids in all five boroughs
each summer, The site will alse be used for the storage of Parks’ equipment, seasonal parks
supplies, as well as plumbing, electrical, and woodworking materials for the shops.

Approximately 135 employees are expected to be assigned to the Five Borough Shops
facility during standard operations. Although the EAS determined that the new facility will
have no significant impact on fraffic in the community, Parks' recognized that Community
Board 1 was still concerned about the influx of traffic that 135 employees could bring to the
community. To alleviate their concerns, we have agreed to institute a shuttle plan that will
bring many of employees to the Five Borough Shop in 16 passenger vans.

Further, there are approximately 90 official vehicles associated with the proposed facility,
iower than forecasted in the original EAS. The majority of the vehicles stored at the facility
and used by field staff would be vans and pickup frucks. Heavier equipment such as a
welding truck or rack truck will be stored off site and will be used on a less frequent basis.



In April 2014, the City executed a month-to-month License Agreement with the owners of
850 East 138th Street on behalf of Parks. Since April, Parks has been fitting the site with
computer and telephone lines, thoroughly cleaning the site and painting all interior spaces.
Upcn approval of this application, the City will exercise its option to purchase the site based
on the terms set forth in the Purchase Agreement signed in March 2014 with the owner

Parks has been fully committed to speaking with the community throughout the process of
moving our Five Borough Shop. In fact we met with Community Board 1 on four occasions
to discuss the use of this location by Five Borough Shops. Following these discussions
Community Board 1 voted to approve this application on June 26, 2014. The full board voted
overwhelming to approve our application due to our diligence in addressing all of the
concerns they raised during our initial conversations.

The Parks Department has worked closely with Community Board 1 and Council Member

Arroyo to understand and address any concerns with this application, and we remain ‘
committed to a close partnership with the local community to ensure that our Five Borough
Shops are a valuable addition to Council District 17.

Thank you for allowing me to testify before you today and | will be happy to answer any
guestions that you may have.
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RE: Brownsville Community Justice Center

Good Morning Chairman Koo and members of the Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitings
and Maritime Uses. My name is Linara Davidson and I am the chief of staff to Elizabeth Glazer,
the Director for the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice. I am joined here today by my colleague,
Elan Parra, and James Brodick, from the Center for Court Innovation.

The Brownsville Community Justice Center seeks to reduce crime and the use of incarceration in
Brownsville, Brooklyn while restoring public trust and confidence in the justice system. The
Justice Center will provide meaningful alternatives to incarceration for residents who come into
contact with the criminal justice system and invest in crime prevention projects to keep
Brownsville safe. Once fully operational, the Justice Center will house a variety of education,
job training, and health services that will be available to Brownsville residents free of charge on
a walk-in basis.

This Office believes that the Center is an important part of a broader plan to continue to drive
down crime by strengthening communities and reserving criminal justice resources for true
public safety threats. Because of this fact, the Center has become a central component of Mayor
Bill de Blasio’s criminal justice platform.

The Brownsville Community Justice Center has been strategically designed to improve the
quality of criminal justice services delivered to the community while restoring the community’s
faith in the criminal justice system. Planning for the Brownsville Community Justice Center
began in 2010 with interviews, focus groups, and a community survey. Eight hundred local
residents and workers indicated that violence and youth crime are significant local problems. The



survey also showed that there was overwhelming approval to create a Justice Center in order to
address these issues.

Because of how dire the need is for some of these services, the Center for Court Innovation is
already providing leadership training, after-school activities, and community service projects for
hundreds of local young people. There is a youth court that trains 40 youth leaders each year to
hear minor cases involving their peers; a violence prevention program that focuses on mobilizing
the neighborhood to reduce gun and gang violence; several large-scale community mural
projects; community service projects that have helped clean up areas blighted by disrepair such
as Belmont Avenue and Betsy Head Park; a range of alternative to incarceration and diversion
programming for Brownsville youth; and a workforce development program for 60 justice-
involved young people referred by the Department of Probation, many of whom have gone on to
full-time employment or college. The Justice Center is also in the final stages of helping to
launch a cutting-edge early diversion program that will allow young people from Brownsville to
have their cases dismissed without risk of criminal conviction or incarceration. More than 60
percent of the Justice Center staff lives in Brownsville or the surrounding neighborhoods of East
New York and Crown Heights.

The Brownsville Community Justice Center seeks to build upon this work. New York State will
provide resources for permanent staff to support the community court. A dedicated full-time
judge will hear Family and Criminal Court cases arising from Brooklyn’s 73™ Precinct, which
includes Brownsville and Ocean Hill. According to the 2010 census, the area includes 90,000
residents; with 18 different housing developments, it has the highest concentration of public
housing in North America. The focus of the court within the Justice Center will be on early
intervention by responding to minor crime before it becomes serious crime. The court will hear
misdemeanors, low-level felonies and summonses, and a selection of juvenile delinquency cases.
Wherever possible, cases will be resolved with participation in community-based programming,
including community restitution, such as painting over graffiti and cleaning local parks, and
social services. The Center will operate its own on-site social services clinic and also make
referrals to a network of local providers. All services mentioned will be available to those
involved in the criminal justice system and the community at large.

Due to the failing condition of the building, 444 Thomas Boyland Avenue is currently only 30%
occupied. Should this project be approved, renovation can begin in early 2015, providing
existing tenants with upgraded facilities and providing a new home to additional local non-profit
organizations. The City has committed to implementing a local construction-training program
during renovation that will create jobs for the local community. Renovation will also result in
LEED silver cettification. Financial support for construction comes from New York City
Council, the City of New York, and the Brooklyn Borough President’s Office.

The Brownsville Community Justice Center is based on more than twenty years of proven
success at community courts around the City. An independent evaluation of the Red Hook



Community Justice Center, for example, found that the Justice Center reduced reoffending by 10
percent compared with offenders processed in a traditional courthouse; and juvenile defendants
were 20 percent less likely to reoffend. The Justice Center reduced the number of defendants
receiving jail sentences by 35 percent. In fact, only one percent of defendants were sentenced to
jail at arraignment. Finally, the evaluators estimated that the Red Hook Community Justice
Center created annual net cost savings of nearly $7 million because of diversion programs.

The Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice is strongly committed to this effort and firmly believes
that it will have a positive impact on the quality of life for residents of Brownsville. The project
is supported by: the New York State Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman, The Brooklyn District
Attorney, Kenneth Thompson, Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams, Community Board 16,
the Pitkin Avenue BID, and hundreds of community advocates and residents, some of whom are
here today and will testify later.

Thank you for your time today. Now, my colleague Elan Parra will walk you through the floor
plans and design for the renovation.
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Landmarks Preservation
Commission

TESTIMONY OF THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION BEFORE THE CITY
COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES ON
THE DESIGNATION OF THE RIDGEWOOD LODGE NO. 710, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS

November 10, 2014

Good morning Council Members. My name is Jenny Fernadndez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. | am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of the Ridgewood Lodge No. 710, Free and Accepted Masons building in

Brooklyn.

On June 18, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the proposed
designation of the Ridgewood Lodge No. 710, Free and Accepted Masons. A representative of the owner
testified against the proposed designation. The hearing was continued on October 29, 2013, at which a
representative of the owner offered additionalr testimony opposing the proposed designation. The
Commission received letters of support for the designation from former Council Member Diana Reyna
and current Councilmember Antonio Reynoso. The owner also submitted a letter rescinding the
organization’s earlier request to designate the building. On July 22, 2014, the Commission voted to

designate the building a New York City individual landmark.

The Ridgewood Lodge No. 710, Free and Accepted Masons, also called the Ridgewood Masonic Temple,
was constructed in 1919-20 and designed by the architectural firm of Koch & Wagner. The Free and
Accepted Masons, one of the oldest fraternal and benevolent organizations in the world, was founded
during the middle ages. Freemasonry grew in the United States beginning in the mid-19th century and,
by the early 20th century, almost every city and town in the nation, and many neighborhoods in New York
City, had at least one Masonic Lodge. .The classically-inspired Ridgewood Masonic Temple is a
freestanding brick building with an ornate main facade featuring a rusticated stone base and terra-cotta
details (including Masonic symbols). This remarkably-intact fraternal building is an excellent example of

early-20" century neighborhood club architecture, as well as one of Bushwick’s most prominent civic

buildings,

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.
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November 7, 2014

~ Council Member Darlene Mealy
1757 Union Street, 2™ Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11213

RE: Brownsville Community Justice Center
Dear Council Member Mealy:

It was great to see you at last week’s ground breaking for the Imagination Playground at Betsy
Head Park. We at the Pitkin Avenue BID can’t thank you enough for the large part that you've
played in that development. It’s one of many great outcomes for Brownsville that have come
about in the last few years through the hard work and dedication of elected officials like you,
government agencies and the community based organizations and activists at the ground level
who are working for positive changes in the community. One such future outcome will be the
Brownsville Community Justice Center.

I understand that you may be concerned that the Center could negatively affect the Pitkin Avenue
retail district. Although we are extremely grateful for your concern, I am writing to assure you
that we at the Pitkin Avenue BID believe. nothing could be further from the truth. We have
already been working for several years with the Brownsville Justice Center on multiple projects
and programs. We enjoy a synergistic relationship with their staff and volunteers, the results of
which can be witnessed in the freshly mulched tree-beds throughout the district, the Jane’s Walks
along Pitkin Avenue guided by Justice Corps volunteers, the BIDs growing inventory of some of
NYC’s most ambitious and inspirational wall murals, and the several special events that the BID
programs throughout the year.

The Brownsville Justice Center has been involved with us on all of these projects and that
relationship makes us each stronger. Every time the BID closes Pitkin Avenue to traffic for
Weekend Walks in June or lights the Holiday Tree at Zion Triangle in December our attendance
grows. I believe this is because the faith of the people of Brownsville in the safety and livability
of Pitkin Avenue and Brownsville as a whole is growing as well. We have been able to
accomplish that through a partnership with the Justice Center and also our friends at the
Brownsville Partnership. It was through the Brownsville Partnership that I first met Greg “Jocko”
Jackson, 2 man whose love and belief in this long underserved neighborhood sparked and
continues to reinforce my own.



I hope that Jocko would be proud of the work that the BID has carried out with the help of the
Justice Center and our other community partnets in the time since his passing. His spirit still
inspires so many of us to do the work we do every day. When the newly built Brownsville Justice
Center opens its doors, it’s my belief that we will be a giant step closer to fulfilling Greg
Jackson’s mission to rebuild Brownsville by utilizing the strengths within it. Thank you again for
your concern for Pitkin Avenue, the neighborhood of Brownsville and your leadership.

Sincerely,

Daniel A. Murphy
Executive Director, Pitkin Avenue BID

Ce:
Elizabeth Glaser, Director of the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice



JEWISH CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION
Brery Chilil Descrecs to Growe Up Haopefil

November 7, 2014
Dear Council Member Darlene Mealy:

We are pleased to provide this letter of support for the Brownsville Community Justice Center in regards
to the upcoming ULURP disposition (M 0186-2014; ULURP application no. C 140360 PSK) in your

district.

1 am the Vice President of Coordinated Community Services for the Jewish Child Care Association
(JCCA), a community-based not-for-profit organization that currently operates an ARCHES mentoring
program out of the Brownsville Multi-Service Center at 444 Thomas Boyland Street. We have been
serving the Brownsville/Ocean-Hill community since 2008. ARCHES is a transformative mentoring
program for young adults on probation that targets New York City's highest-risk neighborhoods. JCCA’s
Arches program provides structured mentoring for young adults aged 16 to 24. ARCHES employs
mentors who arc “credible messengers,” meaning they have had a personal experience with the juvenile
justice system. Two evenings every week, a team of five mentors meets with 20 youth for two hours of
structured programming. JCCA’s progran offers two six-month cycles, targeting 40 young adults

annually.

We have been aware of the plans to convert the building to the Brownsville Community Justice Center
since last year, We have been working closely with the Mayor’s Office and Center far Court [nnovation
since May of this year to identify alternative office space in the neighborhood during planned renovations.
When the renovation is complete, my agency has been offered to return to 444 Thomas $. Boyland Street
and provide my services within the Justice Center. Once fully operational, the Justice Center will house a
variety of services — a GED classroom, job training, mentoring, drug treatment, health and wellness — that
will be available to Brownsville residents free of charge on a walk-in basis. Additionally, based on my
request for assistance, the City has agreed to help me by paying for my moving costs.

| believe the Brownsville Community Justice Center will have a positive impact on the community.
Through a range of on-site services and community-based referrals, the Justice Center will provide
meaningful alternatives to incarceration for residents who come into contact with the criminal justice
system and invest in crime prevention projects to keep Brownsville safe. Indeed, even before it opens its
doors, the Justice Center has been providing leadership training, after-school activities, and cominunity

service projects for hundreds of local young peaple each year.



I am confident that the Brownsville Community Justice Center will improve opportunities for all
Brownsville residents, and particularly young people, by helping them to avoid incarceration, linking
them to the services and opportunities they need, and making the community safer. On behalf of JCCA, 1
enthusiastically urge you to give favorable consideration to the proposal.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you would like to discuss this further at {347)293-4105.

Richard Hucke, LCSW

Vice President Coordinated Community Services
JCCA

444 Thomas Boyland Avenue, Suite 304
Brooklyn, New York

Hucker@jccany.org
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November 7, 2014
Dear Council Member Darlene Mealy:

We are pleased to provide this letter of support for the Brownsville Community.Justice Center in
regards to the upcoming ULURP disposition (M 0186-2014; ULURP application no. C 140360 PSK)

in your district.

I am the Chief Program Officer of SCO Family of Services, a community-based non-for-profit
organization with programming currently located in the Brownsville Multi-Service Center at 444
Thomas S. Boyland Street. We have been serving the 8rownsville/Ocean-Hill community as a
Eoster Care Provider since 1980. SCO operates more than 90 programs at over 110 locations. We
provide necessary services and uncofiditional care to more than 60,000 of New York's most
vulnerable people —from homeless families, to struggling teenagers and families at-risk to
disabled adults. We produce life-changing results for individuals and families by focusing on
safety, stability and mastery, building resilience, strengthening the capacity to make meaningful
connections, function independently and become fully integrated into the community.

We have been aware of the plans to convert the building to the Brownsville Community lustice
Center since last year. In December of this year, all of our programming currently based at 444
Thomas S. Boytand will be permanently relocating to 519 Rockaway, which will be a community
hub that complements the programs and services that will be offered at the Brownsville
Comrmunity Justice Center. Once fully operational, the Justice Center will house a varfety of
services — a GED classroom, job training, mentoring, drug treatment, health and wellness — that
will be available to Brownsville residents free of charge an a walk-in basis.

| believe the Brownsville Community Justice Center will have a positive impact on the community.
Through a range of on-site services and cammunity-based referrals, the Justice Center will provide
meaningful alternatives to incarceration for residents who come into contact with the criminal
justice system and invest in crime prevention projects to keep Brownsville safe. Indeed, even
before it opens its doors, the Justice Center has been providing leadership training, after-school
activities, and community service projects for hundreds of local young people each year.

| am confident that the Brownsville Community Justice Center will improve opportunities for all
Brownsville residents, and particularly young peaple, by helping them to avoid incarceration,
linking them to the services and opportunities they need, and making the community safer. On
behalf of SCO Family of Services, | enthusiastically urge you to give favorable consideration to the

proposal.

Sincerely,

7o A

Renee Skolaski
Chief Program Officer



BROOKLYN PERINATAL NETWORK, INC.
76 Nevins Street o Brooklyn, NY 11217
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Executive Director: Ngozi Moses, M.Sc.
Chairperson: Louis Camilien, MD, FACOG, FACS

November 7, 2014

Dear Council Member Darlene Mealy:

We are pleased to provide this letter of support for the Brownsville Community Justice Center in regards to the
upcoming ULURP disposition (M 0186-2014; ULURP application no. C 140360 PSK) in your district.

Brookiyn Perinatal Network is a community-based non-for-profit organization with programming currently
located in the Brownsville Multi-Service Center at 444 Thomas Boyland Street. We provide health insurance
enrollment, care coordination, health education workshops, including breastfeeding, and other social support
services. We have been serving the Brownsville/Ocean-Hill community since our inception. Brooklyn
Perinatal Network was established in 1988 from a community task force to address high infant mortality. Our
purpose is to prevent and reduce infant/maternal illness and death, which for several years have been
excessively high in our communities, By enabling at-risk residents to access vital information, coordinate care,
supportive health and social supportive services and assisting families to sceure public health benefits and
resources needed to maintain health, We have seena significant reduction in infant death and improved maternal

and child health status.

We have been aware of the plans to convert the building to the Brownsville Community Justice Center since last

year, We have been working closely with the Mayor’s Office and Center for Court Innovation since May of this

year to identify alternative office space in the neighborhood during planned renovations. When the renovation is
homas S. Boyland Street and provide my services

complete, my agency has been offered to return to 444 T
within the Justice Center. Once fully operational, the Justice Center will house a variety of services —a GED
classroom, job training, mentoring, drug treatment, health and wellness — that will be available to Brownsville

residents free of charge on a walk-in basis. Additionally, based on my request for assistance, the City has agreed
to help me by paying for my moving costs.

[ believe the Brownsville Community Justice Center wiil have a positive impact on the community by offering
the range of on-site services. The Tustice Center will provide meaningful alternatives to incarceration for
residents who come into contact with the criminal justice system and invest in crime prevention projects to keep
Brownsville safe. Indeed, even before it opens its doors, the Justice Center has been providing leadership
training, after-school activities, and community service projects for hundreds of local young people each year.

Building Partnerships & Networking

Cannecting Service Providers end People to Services » Promoting Mateenal, Chitd and Family Health and Preventing Infant Death



We are willing to work with the Brownsville Community Justice Center to improve opportunities for all
Brownsville residents, and particularly young people, by helping them to avoid incarceration, linking them to
the services and opportunities they need, and making the community safer. On behalf of Brooklyn Perinatal
Network, | enthusiastically urge you to give favorable consideration to the proposal.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you would like to discuss this further at 718-643-8258 ext. 21.

Sincerely,

. .
v /
i oo )

o7

Denise West
Deputy Executive Directar

Building Partnerships & Networking

Connecting Service Providers and Peoplc to Services » Promating Maternal, Child and Family Health and Preventing Infamt Death
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Dear Council Member Darlene Mealy:

We are pleased to provide this letter of support for the Brownsville Community Justice Center in regards
to the upcoming ULURP disposition (M 0186-2014; ULURP application no. C 140360 PSK} in your district,

| am the executive directar of the Brownsville Partnership, an initiative of Community Solutions and a
community-based non-for-profit organization currently located in the Brownsville Multi-Service Center at
444 Thomas §. Boyland Street. We have been serving the Brownsville community since 2008. The
Brownsville Partnership (BF) is a network of organizations and residents working together to build on
existing assets to create solutions to Brownsville's most pressing challenges. Community Solutions
coordinates the BP, which draws on the participation of mare than 25 different local groups in the
Brooklyn neighbarhood of Brownsville, aswell as the robust engagernent of local community members.

We have been aware of the plans to convert the building to the Brownsville Community Justice Center
since last year. In December of this year, our entire agency will be permanently relocating to 519
Rockaway, which we have purchased and are renovating to be the Greg “Jocko” Jackson Center for
Brownsville. it willbe a community hub that complements the programs and services that will be offered
at the Brownsville Community Justice Center. Once fully operational, the justice Center will house a
variety of services —a GED classraom, jab training, mentoring, drug treatment, health and wellnass — that

will be available to Brownsville residents free of charge on a walk-in basis.

| beligve the Brownsville Community Justice Center will have a positive impact on the community.
Through a range of on-site services and community-based referrals, the Justice Center will provide
meaningful alternatives to incarceration for residents who come into contact with the criminal justice
system and invest in crime prevention projects to keep Brownsville safe. Indeed, even before it opens its
doors, the Justice Center has been providing leadership training, after-school activities, and community
sefvice projects for hundreds of Jocal young people each year.

| am confident that the Brownsville Community Justice Center will improve opportunities for all
Brownsville residents, and particularly young people, by helping them to avoid incarceration, linking them
ta the services and opportunities they need, ang making the community safer. On behalf of the
Brownsville Partnership, | enthusiastically urge you to give favorable consideration to the proposal.

Sincerely,




CentrAL BROOKLYN EcoNOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP.

WitMA CARTHAN PRESIDENT/CHAIRMAN SHIRLEY WASHINGTON EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

November 10, 2014

Dear Council Member Dartene Mealy:

We are pleased to provide this letter of support for the Brownsville Community Justice Center in regards
to the upcoming ULURP disposition (M 0186-2014; ULURP appilication no. C 140360 PSK) in your district.

| am the executive director of the Central Brooklyn Economic Development Corporation, a community-
based non-for-profit organization currently located in the Brownsville Multi-Service Center at 444
Thomas Boyland Street. We have been serving the Brownsville/Ocean-Hill community since 1989. The
Central Brooklyn Economic Development Corporation is a youth-serving agency in Brownsville, Brooklyn.
Central Brooklyn EDC is dedicated to improving the educational and vocational opportunities for
Brownsville youth, offering adult basic education class for young aduits to work toward their high school

equivalency.

We have been aware of the plans to convert the building to the Brownsville Community Justice Center
since last year. We have been working closely with the Mayor’s Office and Center for Court Innovation
since May of this year to identify alternative office space in the neighborhood during planned ‘
renovations. When the renovation is complete, my agency has been offered to return to 444 Thomas S.
Boyland Street and provide my services within the Justice Center. Once fully operational, the Justice
Center will house a variety of services —a GED classroom, job training, mentoring, drug treatment,
health and wellness — that will be available to Brownsville residents free of charge on a walk-in basis.
Additionally, based on my request for assistance, the City has agreed to help me by paying for my

moving costs.

| believe the Brownsville Community Justice Center will have a positive impact on the community.
Through a range of on-site services and community-based referrals, the Justice Center will provide
meaningful alternatives to incarceration for residents who come into contact with the criminal justice
system and invest in crime prevention projects to keep Brownsville safe. Indeed, even before it opens its
doors, the Justice Center has been providing leadership training, after-school activities, and community
service projects for hundreds of local young people each year.

| am confident that the Brownsville Community Justice Center will improve opportunities for all
Brownsville residents, and particularly young people, by helping them to avoid incarceration, linking
them to the services and opportunities they need, and making the com munity safer.

444 THOMAS S. BOYLAND STREET BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11 212 718-498-4513/15 FAX: 718-345-7116
FLNDED BY N.Y. STATE AND N.Y. CITY



please do not hesitate to reach out if you would like to discuss this further at (718) 498-4513.

Sincerely, y

Wilma Carthan
Chairperson
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BROWNSVILLE

JUSTICE

CENTER

A project of the Center for Court Innovation/Fund for the City of New York

Programs and Services

Clinical Services Clinicians provide consultations, evaluations, and referrals to clinical,
educational, drug treatment and employment services for youth, adults and families.

Community Initiatives The Justice Center assists neighborhood residents in developing
creative and lasting solutions to community and public safety issues through community
benefit projects, neighborhood problem-solving and place-based initiatives.

Brownsville Justice Community Youth who have had contact with the justice system in
the past year receive GED and college assistance, an internship placement, professional
development training and participate in community benefit projects. Ages 16-24.

Brownsville Youth Court Youth are trained to handle court cases for minor offenses with
the goal of using positive peer pressure to pay back community. Ages 14-18.

Brownsville Leadership Project Youth who have had contact with the justice system
participate in civic and cultural events to build community engagement and develop

leadership skills, workshops.

Brownsville Peer Advocates Youth who have had contact with the justice system are
trained in basic advocacy skills and provide workshops for their peers on issues facing
youth in Brownsville.

Brownsville Learning Lab Youth participate in a variety of computer-based and
educational projects. Youth have access to individual tutoring, test prep, and employment
assistance as well as group workshops and activities.

Brownsville Young Adult Entrepreneurship Program Youth who have had contact with
the justice system are trained in the core components of entrepreneurship and civic
leadership. Trainees will work with the Brownsville Anti-Violence Project to develop the
“Brownsville: Stronger Together’ campaign product line. Youth will receive hands-on paid
training in retail, advertising, branding, and launch experience. Ages 16-24. Youth must
reside in zip code 11212. '

Arts Programming Various arts programs which may include photography, digital media
and website design, and theater.

GED Plus When the Justice Center is fully operational, the NYC Department of Education
will offer GED classes for young adults (17-21 years old).

*+All programs and services are available to Brownsville residents free of charge on a
walk-in hasis.



